
 

 

Parent Cheat Sheet for Proloquo2Go (6.0+) 

 
(Fig. 1) 
 
What are Core Words?  
Core words are words that are used most frequently in conversation and writing.  

● Research has shown that a small number of core words such as “I”, “you”, “want”, “it” 
make up the majority of what we say or write.  

● The Home page allows access to core vocabulary for quick access. 
 
Core words alone are not sufficient for specific and detailed communication.  

● For example, fringe words like “octopus”, “Bermuda”, and “depressed” are words that 
are not used every day, but it may be important to have access to them when needed.  

● To quickly find needed vocabulary – check out the ‘search’ button.  
 
Modeling or Aided Language Input (ALI)  
 
It is important for your student to see you using the iPad to communicate, too.  Not only does it 
give the process importance, but they are learning as you use the device.   
 

● Use the device to model and show them the language. 
● The student learns by repeated example and is not expected to re-state the phrase. 
● As with a very young child, we speak to them often without expecting a response.  

“I do it, you watch me 
I do it, you help me 

 

 
You do it, I help you 
You do it, I watch you” 

Just as with learning anything new… 
● It takes time to get good at this. We’re speaking “pidgin” AAC until we get fluent, so just 

keep at it. Give yourself permission to be halting at first. Keep at it and the fluency will 
come. 

● It may take 50-100 models of a word or phrase for the student before that student uses it on their device. 
● Try to model 4 core words for every 1 fringe word - 4 comments for every 1 question 
● Start small. Don’t try to tackle everything at once. Get comfortable with modeling using the main pages or 

screens first, then move onto other places where vocabulary is stored. 

“The average 18 
month old has 
been exposed to 
4,380 hours of 
spoken language 
at a rate of 8 
hours/day from 
birth. We don’t 
expect them to 
be fluent 
speakers. Yet, if 
AAC learners only 
see symbols 
modeled for 
communication 
twice weekly for 
20-30 minutes, it 
will take 84 years 
for them to have 
the same 
exposure to aided 
language as an 
18 month old has 
to spoken 
language.“ 



 

 

● Start off by modeling only core words in the sentence. Those words are already highly familiar to you and 
they are generally words that are easy to read. For instance, while verbally you may say, “We are going to 
have dinner now,” you may model on the iPad, “You eat now” 

● Using this modeling (aided language input) helps with our oral language. It makes us choose our words 
carefully. It also slows us down which really benefits our AAC friends who have language processing 
difficulties. 

● It’s contagious! The more we use aided language input, the more other people will use it. In this case, more is 
better. 

● Kids love it. They get a real kick out of seeing us in the role of learner. Sometimes they will even happily 
shove us out of the way so that they can help us find a word.  

 
TOOLS POP-UP 
There are a variety of tools offered under the Tools Pop-Up (the waffle on the bottom left 
corner). 
1. Search is a great tool to find and add words in the vocabulary. Tap the magnifying 
glass. As a word is typed, a grid of buttons whose label matches what you’re typing will 
appear. Tap on any button in the grid to see all results for that symbol and label 
combination. Tap the row of the button you would like to locate, and you'll be walked 
through the path from the Home folder to the selected button.  

In addition, buttons that are in 
‘storage’ (an edit mode function) can be added to the 
appropriate folders through Search. These buttons will appear 
dimmed with a dotted outline. To add one of these stored 
icons, tap the row with the button you're interested in and 
follow the Search guidance to the folder where the button is 
located. You’ll see the button in the folder, but it will be 
dimmed, with a blue + on it. Tap the button to add it.  This is 
the preferred method of adding icons as the buttons are placed 
in the grammatically correct folders. 
2.  Language allows a quick change of language 

(typically Spanish/English)   
>Press Tools pop-up > Press Language  
Note that words already in message window will not change language. 
3.  Volume options have been added like a shout function. The maximum volume for voices can now be made 
noticeably louder. This comes in handy in noisy and busy environments.  
 
Guided Access 
Many times, students want to exit a communication app to play games on the iPad.  We do not allow other apps to be 
installed on communication devices for this reason.  They must have access to their voice at all times.  To prevent 
device users from exiting the communication app, we use the Guided Access feature on the iPad. 
To activate and deactivate quickly: 
● Triple click home button quickly to lock and unlock Proloquo2Go. 
● Passcode is usually (1234 or 123456). If student is able to access this code, please consult with classroom 
teacher and/or SLP to reset. 
IMPORTANT: Always keep iPad locked into P2G with the editing (pencil) and options (wheel) buttons disabled 
when device is in use to ensure student has consistent access to a voice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

To Enable/Disable Editing 
To add or change buttons.  The Edit button and Options buttons in P2G will usually be disabled on most LBUSD 
iPads to prevent students from making unauthorized changes to the app.  To enable these buttons: 
● Exit Proloquo2Go and touch the Settings app for the iPad. 
● Scroll down left menu and touch Proloquo2Go. 
● Flip the Show Options switch on the right. 
● Go back to Proloquo2Go app.  The Options button (gears) will now appear at the bottom 
right. 
● Tap Options button and find Restrictions.   
● Turn on Edit Mode.  A pencil icon will now appear in the bottom menu beside the options button. 
IMPORTANT: Always reverse this process when you have completed editing.  Neither the pencil (edit) nor gears 
(options) buttons should be visible during student use (in most cases). 
 
Customization 
While in edit, tap >‘add button’, >microphone icon - Here you can record your own sounds for each button - for 
sound effects, a special noise or emotion and more. Edit a pronunciation, is also available right from the button edit 
mode. 

 
Automatic backups with Google Drive 

Automatic backup to Google has been set up for this 
iPad. So, saving a backup is one less thing you have to worry 
about! Proloquo2Go will automatically upload a backup 
whenever an internal backup is made, all with a nice little 
progress bar. We suggest that whenever you make extensive 
edits, you push ‘back up “user” now Note: you do need an 
internet connection.  

================================================================================ 
Vendor for P2G: www.Assistiveware.com  
Facebook: AssistiveWare’s Family Members AAC Community 
 
If you have a question that is not answered on this reference guide: 

● Touch the Options button > the green Help button at top of menu  
● Or download full version of user manual from assistiveware.com 

PLEASE NOTE: The charging cord may stay at home.  Please ensure that the iPad is fully charged every 
night.  Your student needs his/her voice all day long!  

 

 

 


